Dream and Reality

poster, the handbill, and the peripatetic placard. By
the eighteen-forties the " external paperhanger," clad
in fustian jacket with immense pockets, armed with
paste-box suspended by a strap, placard pouch, and
a set of thin telescopic rods tipped with a cross-staff
and capable of reaching the loftiest elevation at which
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posting bills is legible, was a familiar sight in London
streets. So too was the more genteel bill-distributor,
whose task it was to insinuate advertisements gracefully
and irresistibly into the hands of passers-by; also the
sandwichmen, trailing in procession, and by mere
multiplicity of numbers achieving notoriety through
their interference with the traffic. To the peripatetic
placard succeeded the vehicular, and Regent Street
was enlivened by the sight of a spirited horse dashing
along in front of a gig shaped like a gigantic hat to
advertise Perring's light hats, or a Thespian cart
adorned with a structure of Gothic arches and pin-
nacles, in whose niches stood headless busts clad in the
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